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Doctrine to Duty: Flow and Overview

Col 3:1-4 Part 2

I. Paul’s prayer Col 1:9-12
A. We will start with Paul’s prayer in Chapter 1 and then move through Chapters 1 and 2 looking at Jesus Christ as Paul has presented Him.

B. In Chapter 3 Paul draws conclusions that actually reach back to this prayer– from the Biblical principles of Chapters 1 and 2. 

C. Paul’s Prayer
Col 1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

1. Paul’s prayer was for the Colossians to have an a full intimate knowledge of God’s will

a) that is lived out in day-to-day life

b) an intimate knowledge of His will that results in us walking in a manner worthy of the Lord – to please Him.

D. Accomplished in God’s Power
Col 1:11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, …

1. It’s not what we produce – but what He produces through us!

2. The ONLY way to do – He can do it , I can’t.

E. To Whom we are forever thankful for salvation!
Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. 13 For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,

F. Who is “His Beloved Son”?

1. What has He done to be worthy to be our Savior, to be our Lord?

2. Everywhere in Colossians you will find Jesus Christ =the theme.

G. The question this book asks you over and over again is 

1. “Who is the center of your life?”

2. Or put another way, “How real is your relationship with Jesus Christ?”
II. Who is Jesus Christ and What has He done.

A. Let’s look at the Lordship of Jesus Christ as presented in the book of Colossians.

1. He is Lord because He is God (v.15).

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

a) Jesus Christ is the perfect, absolutely accurate image of God. 

b) That is why He could say, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). 

c) He is God. He is the Lord.

d) To call Jesus “Lord” is to recognize and submit to His deity, His authority, His sovereignty, His power, His majesty, His Word, and His grace.  

(1) You acknowledge what He is

(2) You don’t “place yourself under Him” because you’re already under Him – 

(3) You acknowledge and submit to reality.

(4) He is Lord because He is God.

2. He is Lord of Creation –

Col 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

3. He is the Lord of the Church (v.18-20) 

Col 1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.

a) Jesus Christ is Lord of the Church BECAUSE He reconciled the church to God through His work on the cross!

(1) The church as a living organism, a human body, with Christ as the living Head. 
(2) He gives the body life and direction.
(3) He controls every aspect of the body.
(4) His life lived out through all the members provides the unity of the Body (1 Cor. 12:12–20). 
4. He’s the Lord of My Life (V.21-23) by reconciling me to God

Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

a)  “reconciled” (v.22) means  “to change” or “exchange” in a relationship. 
b) Here “reconciled” refers to the restoration of a right relationship between God and man.

c) So, He is Lord of my life,

(1) He’s my Messiah

(2) He restored my relationship with God – now at peace with God.

(3) As such, He is Lord of My life.

5. He’s the Lord of My Ministry: SOURCE/ EMPHASIS (V.24-28)
a) It only makes sense that if

(1) Christ is the head of the Church

(2) If Christ reconciled you with God the Father

(3) That Christ would be Lord of your ministry – the Source of it and the Emphasis of it. 
b) Just look at one verse – V.28 – a KEY verse in Colossians for us to remember

Col 1:28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.

6. He is sufficient!  Remember v.9-10?  IN HIM you ARE COMPLETE!
Col 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority;

a) 2:9 He is Lord of Lords – He is supreme and sufficient because of Who He is (2:9) – 

9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

(1) V.9 is probably the most definitive statement of Christ’s Deity in all of the Epistles.

(a) Deity emphasizes Christ’s divine nature. 

(b) “in bodily form” =He will keep humanity for all eternity. = forever be the God-Man.
b) MOST IMPORTANT: v.10 “in HIM you have been made COMPLETE!
c) v.15 Sums it up – HE IS SUFFICIENT AND SUPREME.  

(1) HE IS LORD over all rulers and authorities.

Col 2:15 When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

(2)  “Disarmed” is literally disrobed.  

7. He is Lord over Death and Sin

Col 2:20 If you have died with Christ … 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, ….

(1) Paul uses this final point about Christ’s Lordship over death and sin to be the very reason us Christians are to live differently.

(2) From this point he moves directly into application based on this fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ and our salvation based on that finished work.

8. SO – now as we come to the application section – what is the BASIS for our OBEDIENCE?  Jesus Christ …
a) He is Lord – He is God.

b) He is Lord of Creation

c) He is Lord of the Church

d) He is Lord of My Life

e) He is Lord of My Ministry

f) He is Lord of Lords – Supreme and Sufficient

g) He is Lord over Death and Sin

9. For those very same reasons, You and I can trust Him to be the Power in our lives to BE ABLE to BE OBEDIENT!
III. Colossians 3:1-4: How does this apply to us as Christians?

Col 3: 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

1. 2:20-3:4 Paul changing tenses

2. Past: Finished work of Jesus Christ in your life.

a) 2:20- 3:1 Past act with continuing results
2:20 If you have died with Christ… 3:1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ,…

b) Past act: you are in the state of having died with Christ

c) Continuing results: It’s an action in the past whose results continue on into eternity. = salvation. 

3. Present 

Col 3:3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

a) At the point that you were saved,
(1) your life was hidden with Christ 
(2) the result of that continues today /will continue into glory

b) Your life right now stands hidden with Jesus Christ in God.

4. Future
Col 3:4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.

a) Literally, v.4 reads – “When the Christ is revealed – the life of you”

b) We saw what Paul is saying…

(1) It’s all of Christ

(2) He’s done it all in the past

(3) He’s doing it all in the present

(4) He’s going to bring us to glory with Him in the future.

(5) He’s our life.

(6) Literally  “Christ – the life of me!”

(7) We owe it all to Him.

c) There is no deeper message than Jesus Christ!
d) In Col 3:1-4 You cannot miss the Point!

(1) CHRIST - 5X in 4 verses

(2) You cannot miss the point

(3) THE FOCUS IS ON THE PERSON OF Jesus Christ!

(4) THERE IS NO DEEPER KNOWLEDGE in this world, NO DEEPER MESSAGE TO UNDERSTAND than the Person of Jesus Christ
B. 3:1-4 OVERVIEW/SUMMARY of Col3-4 Application

Col 3: 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

1. First word in the Greek is “If” which could also be translated “since”

a) Paul is saying "I assume the following to be a fact…"

2. second word in the Greek is “therefore” 

a) IF or SINCE what we’ve seen in the Chapters 1 and 2 are true, THEN or THEREFORE Chapter 3 is true

b) And Chapter 3 begins with the General principle…

Col 3: 1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.
3. Paul: Don’t be so earthly minded that you’re no heavenly good

4. YOU HAVE NO other alternative but focus your life on Him.
5. The Christian Response to this is to live our lives focused on the things above.
C. Another important point not to miss about Jesus Christ in these 4 verses is in v.3

Col 3:3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

1. Literally: “your life has been hid with the Christ in God”

2. Back in Chapter 2, verse 20 had the same word I want you to see,

“If you have died with Christ”

3. The word to see is the word “with”

4. Very often we see Scripture say “in Christ”

5. Probably find you 100 places where that phrase is used with some form of Jesus’ name
6. But - only 4 places where “with Christ” is used like this.  Two of them in 2:20 / 3:3.

7. It is a relationship with – meaning intimate relationship. 

8. And if we are "WITH CHRIST" "IN CHRIST" 

9. If we have a intimate, personal relationship with Christ.

10. THEN we are to keep seeking the things above

11. We are to set our minds on the things above

12. AND WE ARE TO WALK IN A MANNER WORTHY OF THE LORD TO PLEASE HIM IN ALL RESPECTS

IV. Col 3:5-11

A. 3:5 begins to DETAIL out that Walk

1. First put to death IMMORALITY, IMPURITY, PASSION, EVIL DESIRE, AND GREED.

Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.

a) KEY – THINGS you IMMEDIATELY THROW AWAY – 

(1) Not work off over time

(2) JUST GET RID OF NOW!

2. Then starting in v.8 - PUT OFF the old clothes that matched our OLD life but not our new life.

Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.

a) Middle Voice – You are to participate in this!

b) In V.8 Paul tells us that as those who died and rose with Christ, there are clothes we must "put off" never to wear again

c) Anger, wrath, malice, slander and abusive speech.

d) Based on what JESUS CHRIST DID FOR ME and YOU, there are clothes never to be worn again and a new wardrobe that you are to make your EVERYDAY clothes!
3. Then (v.9) we are to STOP LYING to one another.

B. THIS IS ALL ABOUT OUR RESPONSE TO WHAT JESUS CHRIST HAS DONE FOR US 

C. CHRIST IS ALL THAT MATTERS!

D. And it's all about God renewing us – V.10 talks about God continuously renewing us – passive voice

E. And – INTO WHOSE IMAGE ARE WE BEING RENEWED?  JESUS CHRIST'S – OUR THEME.

F. Paul ends this section with V.11 – 

Col 3:11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.

1. Literally: "but the all and in all – Christ"
V. Col 3:12-17

Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

A. Main Themes
1. Centrality of Jesus Christ just like every other passage!

a) Because this section deals with manifesting the reality of the life in Christ into the life of the body.

2. “PUT ON” side of clothing Metaphor

3. Passage talks about UNITY

a) Common theme in the prison epistles. Especially-

(1) Ephesians 4:1-16 is all about unity

(2) Philemon – Master & slave
b) Paul covers our UNITY – like every other part of the letter –

(1) First Our Position (V.12a) then Our Practice (v.12b-17).

(2) Within our PRACTICE he talks about

(a) Our CORPORATE WALK in V.12-15

(b) Our CORPORATE WORSHIP in V.16.

(c) Our CORPORATE WHATEVER in V.17.

4. Last major Theme: Thankfulness – 3:15, 16,17.

B. Walk through the passage
Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

1. Notice how Paul "sets us up"!

a) How can you NOT want to PUT ON whatever follows after being told WHO we are!

b) We know from Ephesians that we were chosen from the before the foundation of the world, right?

c) SO, If you do not PUT ON the following things, YOU ARE IN VIOLATION OF THE ETERNAL PLAN OF GOD SET IN MOTION BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN.

2. Second thing that unites us is our PRACTICE – our actions, what we do…

a) Paul carries the metaphor of clothing from the previous passage and begins the commands that will drive the passage
b) Here, in v.12 there are clothes we must now put on – clothes that match our new POSITION.
c) V.13 - forgiving
Col 3:13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

d) THEN look at V.14! – LOVE (command)
Col 3:14 Beyond all these things put on [the] love, which is the perfect bond of unity.

(1) Greek: BEYOND ALL THESE THINGS THE LOVE.

(2) Paul is saying – “If there’s one thing that you and I need within the body of Christ – within the place where unity MUST dominate – we MUST ALL put on love.

(3) First – notice the article: THE LOVE. 

(a) This is a specific kind of love – THIS kind of love.

(b) This is Christ's LOVE.  

(4) This kind of love is (NAS) the perfect bond of unity.

(a) Real meaning is “the love which produces maturity”

(b) Love is a binding that leads to maturity.
e) V.15 – PEACE of CHRIST (command)
Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.

(1) BTY, eirene (peace) is the word from which we get our words "serene and serenity" from.

(2) This is peace in the context of the body- not the individual

(3) You can see that in the second phrase “to which indeed you were called in one body”

(4) And the “your hearts” is plural too

(5) “rule” = “umpire.’ 

(6) So, you could say, “Let the peace of Christ be the umpire in you body”
(7) Remember – Christ only created ONE body – it’s His, HE CREATED it

(a) This body is a united body

(b) The peace of Christ is the umpire – NOT us.

(8) AND BE THANKFUL!

3. Paul now begins a new "sub-section" within this section as he focuses in on a particular aspect of the body of Christ – the collective, corporate body.  This focus is WORSHIP.

4. WORSHIP is one of those areas that we don't have a nice clear section in the Bible that says "Here, do it this way."

5. Let's look at v.16 and 17

6. V.16

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

a) First notice WHO he is talking to –

(1) Who does the word dwell richly in?  ALL OF YOU 

(2) Who is teaching and admonishing – ALL OF YOU.

(3) This doesn't say "the teacher" or "the admonisher" or "the elders" or "the pastor" 

(4) THIS IS HOW THE BODY – ALL OF THE BODY is TO WORSHIP.

b) "dwell" – make its home in you!  BTY you do that by obeying it!

7. V.17

Col 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

a) This verse would be the summation of any section of the Bible, wouldn't it?!

b) Do you notice the theme of Jesus Christ here?
c) Paul is saying – "Don't just be a Sunday Christian!"

d) Paul here goes beyond worship  to whatever – this is our CORPORATE WHATEVER!
e) All in the NAME of our Lord Jesus = doing all 

(a)  Under the AUTHORITY of  Jesus Christ

(b) Every decision and action taken by the church is under the AUTHORITY of Jesus Christ.

(c) and AS an AMBASSADOR of Jesus Christ.

(d) We are His representatives

(e) His reputation is at STAKE IN EVERYTHING WE DO.

(2) Paul is tell the CORPORATE body to make Jesus Christ's name THE ISSUE in everything we do.
f) Again the theme of THANKFULNESS!
C. Theme of Christ again and again and again…DETAIL to 3:1-4
D. What has Paul just told us?  PUT ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND MAKE NO PROVISION FOR THE FLESH!  (ROM 13:14).
VI. Household Code: 3:18-4:1

Col 3: 18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.

A. MORE PUT ON!  More detail of 3:1-4 set mind on things above!

B. Section Parallels/summarizes Ephesians 5:22-6:9
C. Real quick – major THREADS running through this section!

1. HUSBAND (man of the house) PRIMARY in every part

a) With wife (both sides)

b) With children

c) With slaves

2. HOME – all center on the home 

a) Wives, children – obviously home

b) Slaves – household slaves

3. LORD – all obedience is to CHRIST

a) Man of the house is side-beneficiary!

b) Wife submits to Christ THROUGH Husband BUT for the Lord’s sake, etc.

c) And – how do you do this “in the Lord” – A: back to 3:1-4 SET YOUR MIND on THINGS ABOVE…
VII. Miscellany: Prayer, Speech, Conduct: 4:2-6

Col 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; 3 praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 4 that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak. 5 Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.

A. LOTS of Parallels to Ephesians here too!

B. We’ll cover each part in detail when we get here!

C. Paul then closes with a lot of People items that also have a wealth of teaching with them (4:7 to end)
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