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The Lordship of Jesus Christ in the Home 
(Col. 3:18-4:1) Part 1
I. Introduction

A. Since 1972, the National Data Program for the Social Sciences 
1. Statistically monitoring trends in how American society works and what social changes are occurring in America.  
2. Using 25 years of collected data, their conclusion on American Family:
“Few areas of society have changed as much as the family has over the last generation. The basic structure of the family has been reshaped and family values and related attitudes have also undergone notable transformations. Families are smaller and less stable, marriages less central and cohabitation more common, and within marriages gender roles and childrearing practices have become less traditional and more egalitarian. The flux that the family has been experiencing has in turn remade society. As Meng-tzu has noted "the root of the state is the family" and the transplanting that the family has been undergoing has uprooted society in general. Certain social problems such as juvenile delinquency, teenage pregnancy, and drug abuse have probably been exacerbated by the family changes. Other consequences have been more positive such as greater equality for women. For society to thrive, dysfunctional changes in family structure and values must be addressed and reversed or compensated for.”

B. Conclusion: Secular world is willing to acknowledge 
a) Family has become less stable 
b) “dysfunctional changes in family structure and values” threaten society’s ability to thrive and “must be addressed.”  
2. However, this paragraph concludes the report and offers no solution to these problems!!!
3. We know:  Secular world cannot explain or fix the problems families are facing apart from the God who created the family.
C. All know – Family is FOUNDATIONAL in God’s Design.  So, as FAMILY goes, so goes

1. The Church – MUST have strong families to have a strong church – we forget that!

a) Eph 5 says Husband is to love wife as Christ loved the church

b) Marriage models the church to the church and to the world

2. The Church’s impact on Society

3. Society Itself!
D. God has not left the families He created without hope.  
1. Bible contains clear / sufficient instruction so that every family can glorify the Lord.   
2. Col.  has a complete well-contained section for family!
E. REMEMBER – ALL TEACHING has a CONTEXT CRITICAL to APPLYING God’s truth to your life!

1. The RIGHT COMMANDS WITHOUT the RIGHT CONTEXT leads to frustration not fulfillment!

2. So – let’s set the context!

F. Ever use Google Earth?

1. Start up at the Satellite – see whole US

2. Zoom down to California, then to Northern California, then to Auburn

3. Zoom to YOUR OWN HOUSE and see satellite picture!

4. Some neighborhoods have street-level pics too!

G. Paul uses this ZOOMING-in APPROACH to Colossians

1. First in the LORDSHIP OF CHRIST

2. Second in the APPLICATION SECTION

3. Keep this perspective as we set the Context!

H. The Presupposition

1. 
Very important presupposition for a family at the outset of the letter…

 “To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are at Colossae” (Col. 1:2)

a) – one must be a Christian.  
2. Jesus Christ is the foundation of the family home!!!

I. The Power 

1. Before you ever interact with anyone in the family, you must know that Christ expects you to “walk” around your home properly!

2. Paul prays for the believers of Colossae (Col. 1:9-11).  
a) beyond having a relationship with Jesus Christ, 
b) essential  to “walk in a manner worthy of the Lord.”  
3. Believers are to live out the knowledge of His will that they have been given.  
4. BUT all of this ONLY “strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might…” (Col. 1:11).  
5. Only through His power  are we able to walk worthy.
6. BL: It is important to determine if the family is living according to the power of their flesh or are living in the power provided by Jesus Christ (Col. 1:11).  
a) Very little, if any, progress can be made in the home if a family does not yield their life to God and walk by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16).  
b) “Progress” made in the flesh 
(1) will be temporary and not sanctifying.
(2) will not teach the proper biblical basis for future change!
J. The Person

1. Our walk is dependent on the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, SO Paul moves to establish how Jesus Christ is uniquely and solely qualified to provide that power!
2. He immediately shows us  who Jesus Christ is and what He has done (Col. 1:15-3:1).  
a) Jesus Christ is Lord (1:15; 2:9), 
b) the Lord of Creation (1:16-17), 
c) the Lord of the Church (1:18-20), 
d) the Lord of  every Christian (1:21-23), 
e) the Lord of Christian Ministry (1:24-28), and 
f) the Lord over Sin and Death (2:20; 3:1).
3. = foundation of Lordship of Jesus Christ upon which application firmly rests.
4. After glorifying God, goal of all Christian growth/obedience is to bring a person to spiritual maturity = Christ-likeness.
a) Col. 1:15-3:1 = an excellent basis for determining some basic information about spiritual maturity.  
b) If, in any of the areas of the Lordship of Jesus Christ, there is a wrong or incomplete understanding, 
(1) Then a person has not come to a full acceptance of Jesus Christ  as their Lord 

(2) Therefore, are not fully walking in Him (Col. 2:6). 
K. Priorities of the Christian

1. Paul uses the same funnel approach in application section as he did with Lordship of JC. – Starts broad and narrows!

2. Col. 3:1 begins “If, therefore” which can also be translated “Since, therefore.”  
a) Paul: “Since all of the preceding is true, each Christian should do the following.” 

3. 3:1-2 = general, overarching commands for all Christians to have a heavenly focus.  
Col 3:1 “keep seeking the things above”

Col 3:2 “Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth.” 

a) SO easy to watch a person and see if their life is being lived according to these commands!

b) They either exude a heavenly perspective or wreak of an earthly one! 

c) = may be saved, have right knowledge BUT are not walking with a heavenly perspective.  
d) If every sentence is earth-bound…full of personal desires, lusts, and expectations without barely a mention of how our sovereign God -then these verses are not part of their life.
4. (Col 3:5-7).  All Christians to put to death self-idolatry! 
5. (Col. 3:8-11).  Personal sins that Christians must “put off” 
a) clothing -there are a set of clothes that must be removed from the wardrobe and never worn again.  
b) … anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech, lying.  
6. 3:12-17 “put on” a set of behaviors when they are together with other Christians.  
a) Corporate commands: “put on” compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearance, forgiveness, love, peace, word of Christ, thankfulness.  

7. Paul concludes this list with an all-inclusive “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17).
a) REMEMBER – this is the verse BEFORE the section on families
b) Before a husband reads that his wife is submit – HE JUST READ THIS VERSE FOR HIMSELF!

c) “all in the name of the Lord Jesus” = UNDER His AUTHORITY + AS His AMBASSADOR!

d) IOW – Treat your family as Jesus Christ would treat them!

II. Put ON the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the Home

Col 3: 18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart. 22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.

A. Col. 3:18-4:1 contains several major themes that play a critical role in living a godly family life.   
1. Prominence of “Lord”
2. Prominence of One Person in Three Relationships
3. Prominence of the Home.
B. The Prominence of “Lord” in 3:18-4:1

1. Every passage in the book of Colossians in some way has Jesus Christ as the theme.  
2. Title “Christ” is found twenty-five times in this short Epistle. 
3. Title “Lord” is found sixteen times in the Epistle. 
a) Of these 16 occurrences, 9 in Col. 3:18-4:1 
b) while “Christ” is only found once as part of the title “Lord Christ.”  
4. This concentration of the title “Lord” 
a) is unique in the book
b) When seen in context, clearly points to the Lordship of Christ as the major theme of the section.

	Verse
	Subject
	Action
	With respect to the Lord:

	3:18
	Wives
	Submit
	Fitting in the Lord

	3:20
	Children
	Obey parents
	Pleasing to the the Lord

	3:22
	Slaves
	Obey Masters
	Fearing the Lord

	3:23
	Slaves
	Work
	As for the Lord

	3:24
	Slaves
	Reward
	From the Lord

	3:24
	Slaves
	Serving
	Lord Christ whom you serve

	4:1
	Masters
	Grant fairness and justice
	Have a Master (Lord) in heaven

	3:22; 4:1
	Master
	N/A
	Reference to the Slave’s Master used in play on words with the Lord Jesus Christ


5. = majority of occurrences of “Lord”  = a reason or a motivating factor for our actions.  
6. = Jesus Christ is to be the Lord of wives, children, slaves and masters!
C. The Prominence of One Person in Three Relationships

1. 
Paul focuses on three sets of relationships, 
a) husbands and wives, 
b) parents/father and children, 

c) masters and slaves.  
2. Note - there is one person who is in each of these three relationships and in each case is in the position of authority = husband, father, master
3. There is an ordering to the relationships that shows their priority relative to each other.  
a) husband and wife stand as the highest priority relationship.  
b) parent and children relationship is second to the husband and wife relationship.  
(1) Supported in Ephesians 5 - husband and wife are the model of the church - not the parents and children.  
c) Master and slave relationship follows in priority to the other relationships. 

4. Each relationship = an authority/submission relationship between the two individuals.  
a) Husband is in the position of authority in each relationship.   
b) He is the recipient of submission or obedience from the other side of the relationship.  
c) He has a complementary command in each relationship
d) Since all believers are equal before the Lord (Col 3:10-11; Gal. 3:28), subordination does not imply inferiority.
(1)  The prime example of this is the subordination that occurs within the Godhead.  
(2) All three persons of the Godhead are equal in essence/being yet have different roles that include subordination (e.g. Father and Son).  

e) And- every Christian participates in some form of submission to others in their Christian walk.  
(1) citizens subject to government (Tit. 3:1; Rom. 13:1), 
(2) employees to employers (Titus 2:9), 
(3) church members to leaders (1 Cor. 16:16), 
(4) Christians to fellow Christians (Eph. 5:21), 
(5) children to parents (1 Tim. 3:4), 
(6) wives to husbands (Col. 3:18), and 
(7) slaves to masters (Col. 3:22).  
D. The Prominence of the Home

1. Each of these relationships is in the home = a prominent theme!
2. Slaves were household slaves!   
3. Church also met in the home, So ( a family’s walk with the Lord was visible to all fellow believers.
a) Think how easy picking Elders was then!

b) People saw EVERY aspect of your life!

III. Instructions for the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the Home 

A. These are real easy!

1. Command to the Subordinate

2. Complementary Command to the Husband/Father/Master

B. Husbands/Wives

Col 3: 18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.

1. Taught in other NT passages (1 Cor. 11:3, 14:34-35; Eph. 5:22-24; 1 Tim. 2:11-14; 1Peter 3:1-7).  – ALL contexts – wives SUBMIT
2. BUT – the SOCIETAL CONTEXT is IMPORTANT – These are RADICAL COMMANDS – especially to the HUSBAND

William Barclay: Under Jewish law a woman was a thing, the possession of her husband, just as much as his house or his flocks or his material goods. She had no legal rights whatever. For instance, under Jewish law, a husband could divorce his wife for any cause, while a wife had no rights whatever in the initiation of divorce; and the only grounds on which a divorce might be awarded her were if her husband developed leprosy, became an apostate or ravished a virgin. In Greek society a respectable woman lived a life of entire seclusion. She never appeared on the streets alone, not even to go marketing. She lived in the women’s apartments and did not join her menfolk even for meals. From her there was demanded complete servitude and chastity; but her husband could go out as much as he chose and could enter into as many relationships outside marriage as he liked without incurring any stigma. Under both Jewish and Greek laws and custom all the privileges belonged to the husband and all the duties to the wife.

3. The Command to the Wife:

a) “be subject to your husbands” = literally, “arrange yourself under your husband.”  
(1) Military term

(2) does not imply inferiority on the part of the wife 
(3) not based on deservedness on the part of the husband.
(4)   KEY: Form of the verb = WILLINGLY

(a) = ATTITUDE!

(b) Submission NOT happening IF your ATTITUDE is NOT cheerful, willing, quick, heart-felt obedience!

(c) Story of boy told to sit down – “but I’m still standing inside”

(d) Paul:

Eph 5:33 … the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

(e) MANY difficult/impossible to respect!  SOOOO – RESPECT their GOD-GIVEN POSITION!

(f) OTOH – I know some of the kindest, godliest, gentlest husbands – BUT their wives constantly joke about them, put them down – to others! 

(i) Can’t imagine their home life!

b) “as is fitting in the Lord”
(1) Lord Jesus Christ = reason for her action.  
(2) Husband is recipient because of the ROLE that Christ has put him in.  
(3) He gets submission AS A BY-PRODUCT!

(4) Does ANY person DESERVE SUBMISSION?  NO.

4. The Complementary Command to the Husband

19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
a) “love your wives”

(1) Agape love – willful, sacrificial love.

(2) Eph. 5:25 - this love is like Christ’s love for the church.  
(3) Continuous!
(4) Note: the command does not say that wife deserves this love! = UNCONDITIONAL

(5) It is to be given because Christ commands it.
b)  and do not be embittered against them.
c) = irritable, harsh, gruff, inconsiderate, habitually angry…

5. Paul is brief in Colossians – Listen to him in Ephesians!

Eph 5: 22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.

6. Listen to Peter talk to Wives with Unsaved Husbands and then to Christian Husbands!

1 Pe 3: 1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.
7. Before we leave husbands/wives REMEMBER

a) Marriage CAN BE the closest thing to HEAVEN on EARTH

b) Your marriage is a WITNESS to your children – 

(1) both EVANGELISTIC

(2) and how to live in obedience to Christ

c) They get PHD is being parents just like you – good/ bad
d) AND – both of you can make the job easier for the other by doing your part in a godly fashion!

(1) It’s easier to submit to a husband who loves

(2) It’s easier to love a wife who submits!
C. Parents/Children  
Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

1. Again – remember the context of this society:

William Barclay: In the ancient world children were very much under the domination of their parents. The supreme example was the Roman Patria Potestas, the law of the father’s power. Under it a parent could do anything he liked with his child. He could sell him into slavery; he could make him work like a labourer on his farm; he had even the right to condemn his child to death and to carry out the execution. All the privileges and rights belonged to the parent and all the duties to the child.

2. The Command to Children

3. Children = children of all ages still living at home  or under your complete support  
4. be obedient to your parents in all things,
a) Different Command than to wives!

b) SIMPLY = OBEY

c) Compound word = LISTEN +UNDER

(1) Obedience BEGINS/INCLUDES LISTENING

(2) Word includes ATTITUDE too

(3) Continuous too!

d) = absolute, complete obedience to authority WITH cheerfulness, promptness!
e) In OT, disobedient children PUT TO DEATH (Ex 21:15)!  

f) God takes obedience seriously!

g) in all things, = JUST THAT – ALL THINGS!
h) Again note: reason is not due to anything deserving about the parents!

i) Did you know – OBEDIENCE is ALWAYS commanded of CHILDREN?

j) What is the reason given?

5. “for this is well-pleasing to the Lord”    
a) Parents are recipients of the children’s actions to obey their Lord Jesus Christ.  
6. Jesus Christ is the supreme example as He lived so that His Father was well-pleased with Him as a son (Matt. 3:17).  
7. The Complementary Command to Parents

21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.
a) “exasperate”  = “irritate” either by nagging at them or by deriding their efforts.  
b) so that they will not lose heart.
(1) = broken, crushed, defeated person

(2) Sullen, moody, withdrawn

(3) = incapable of living a victorious Christian life as an Adult!

(4) Result – keep it inside or rebel – either way destroyed and useless in this life.

8. Again – Paul has a longer section in Ephesians:

Eph 6: 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth. 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

a) Here he adds that OBEDIENCE will LENGTHEN YOUR LIFE ON EARTH!

b) Only time this is promised to ANYONE in the NT!

9. Before we leave parenting

a) Paul doesn’t talk about discipline here

b) BUT that is a key part of Parenting

c) Discipline = ACT OF LOVE

Heb 12:5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

d) Absence of Discipline

(1) = ABANDONMENT of PARENTING

(2) = LACK OF LOVE

(3) Leads to Children who do not respect you (Heb 12:9)
(4) ROBS your children of “the peaceful fruit of righteousness”!

(5) BL: Obedience MUST BE EXPECTED of children

(a) Not negotiated

(b) Not bought/bribed

(c) It is the FIRST battle you must win

(d) It is NEVER to be relinquished! (remember – “in all things” from v.20)

(6) Why?  Because God has made it the fundamental / key to raising children

IV. Conclusion

A. BL: HOME is an ORDERLY, ORGANIZED, WELL-DEFINED, ORGANIZATION!
B. Important: Remember that 
1. All Christians are equal before the Lord 

2. These roles are given by the Lord regardless of whether or not the recipient is deserving of submission.  
3. KEY: SUBMISSION is a SPIRITUAL MATTER!

a) “as is fitting in the Lord” = to CHRIST!

b) Don’t think of it on earthly level!

4. You may be asking – do I submit IF I am asked to sin?  No 

Ac 5:28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.”
5. Entirety of this instruction is built upon 
a) Solid foundation of two full chapters of who the Lord Jesus Christ is and what He has done to demonstrate and deserve His Lordship 
b) Plus 18 verses of personal and relational application that serves to sanctify the walk of any Christian before they even set foot in the home!
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