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Grace Bible Church of Auburn, Ca.

Stand Firm in Warfare:

The Call to Battle – The Helmet of Salvation!
Eph 6:14-20 (Part 7)

I. Introduction-  Today – Finish The Helmet of Salvation
A. Turn to Eph 6 and Let’s read our full passage

Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

B. Remember our Outline: STAND FIRM in WARFARE
1. The CALL to PREPARE (6:10-13)

2. The Call to Battle / Fight (6:14-20)
a) The Mandate: 14 Stand firm therefore, 
b) The Method (How we stand firm)
(1) The Girdle of Truth

(2) The Breastplate of Righteousness

(3) Feet shod with Gospel of Peace

(4) Then 16 in addition to all, taking up…
(a) Introducing the LAST 3 PIECES of ARMOR

(b) = put in place at TIME of BATTLE

(c) taking up= IMMEDIATE READINESS

(i) “having” = PERMANENCE

(a) Belt / Breastplate / Sandals  = part of clothing – put on once and stays there

(5) The Shield of Faith
II. NEW: The Helmet of Salvation

Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of salvation, …
A. Metaphor
1. Leather helmet (more like a skull cap today!) with patches of metal

2. As armor advanced – molded/cast metal helmet

3. Primary purpose – protect against the broad sword

a) = large 3-4’ sword swung with two hands

b) Usually used by horsemen

c) Lift over head and try to split you into twins 

d) Helmet deflected it’s blow – but still left you with a serious headache or knocked you out! 

B. Meaning

1. This is a tough one!  Commentators differ widely!
2. All agree – doesn’t mean “get yourself saved”  - passage is to Christians – already saved!

a) If you weren’t Christian – you’d be in Satan’s army -He wouldn’t be attacking you!

b) Paul wouldn’t be telling you to GET SAVED as the FIFTH PIECE of ARMOR!

c) IF he needed to tell you this – would’ve done so FIRST!

d) Remember – the past aspect of salvation – WAS BACK IN EPHESIANS 2!!!You’ve been saved for FOUR CHAPTERS!

C. Last week: Theology Lesson on Salvation – The Tenses of Salvation! (Martin Lloyd Jones title)
1. Past Aspect of Salvation:  You have been saved

a) JM:  Saved from the PENALTY of SIN

b) = Justification!

c) Each of us can talk of when we were “saved”

d) Ephesians 2:1-10
2. Present Aspect of Salvation = You are being saved

1 Co 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

a) JM: Saved from the POWER OF SIN

b)  = Sanctification

3. Future Aspect of Salvation = You will be Saved!

a) You have a salvation YET TO COME!
b) JM: Saved from the PRESENCE OF SIN

c) = Glorification

d) 1 Pe 1:3-10 – Pictures this future Salvation
(1) Glorification happens at the return of Christ – the Rapture!
4. Never again think of Salvation as SOMETHING in THE PAST!

a) Scripture does not teach that!

b) Past, Present, and Future ARE ALL NECESSARY!

c) Different times see different parts focused on – but all are there!

5. Key Question – What is Paul referring to in Eph 6:17 – taking up the helmet of salvation?

a) Can’t be absolutely dogmatic

b) Paul doesn’t give much help in the immediate context!

c) BUT – Paul and the NT do give strong support that when in Battle we focus on the FUTURE aspect of our Salvation

d) In addition, other pieces of armor have already helped our FOCUS in the PRESENT aspect of the Battle

D. Message:  YOU can BE SURE of ULTIMATE VICTORY – your FUTURE SALVATION and that is PROTECTION NOW!

1. The FACT of FUTURE SALVATION

a) The BROAD SWORD can KILL YOU

b) More than any other weapon  we’re defending against here

(1) Broad Sword = ONE SWING, ONE KILL weapon

(2) Other weapons

(a) Definitely kill you

(b) MAY kill you in one blow

(c) BUT NOT guaranteed that direct hit will kill

(d) Broad Sword to the head – INSTANT KILL

(3) Soldier didn’t think of this weapon in terms of wounding him – HIT = KILL

c) Metaphorically – You have protection against Satan’s ultimate goal – to kill you eternally
d) FACT:  Your ULTIMATE VICTORY is ASSURED, SECURE, SURE, GUARANTEED, etc.!

e) But – DO YOU FIGHT like it is?

2. The FEELING of FUTURE SALVATION

a) Satan cannot take away your future salvation

b) BUT he can take away FEELING of it – HOW?  DOUBT

c) Many Christians fall into DOUBT about their salvation – IOW…Am I really Saved?  Can I lose my salvation?

d) What happens when you DOUBT your salvation?

(1) You withdraw from the battle

(2) You stop being useful to God

(3) You are more likely to fall into sin

(4) You become discouraged, depressed, and defeated.
(5) YOU LEAVE THE BATTLE FIELD!

(6) YOU LEAVE THE BATTLE! QUIT!
(7) ARE useless to GOD – AND are a POOR WITNESS to non-Christians!

(8) Satan doesn’t win eternally, BUT HE WINS TEMPORALLY = here and now

e) BUT – if you FIGHT KNOWING that you will ULTIMATELY WIN, - you continue on in the midst of trials, persecution, temptation, a fallen world, etc.

E. 1 Thes 5:8 – Key Cross Reference

1 Th 5:8 But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 

1. ONLY other time Paul speaks of a Helmet – does so with respect to Salvation – AND the FUTURE of SALVATION (hope).

III. Attacks on our Future Salvation in Scripture

A. People don’t realize how much our future Salvation has been attacked!

1. Today – Most non-Christians don’t believe in ETERNITY

a) This life is it and that’s it!

b) As I’ll quote in a minute – let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die!

2. In Scripture we see many attacks on our future salvation

B. Corinthian Attack: 1 Cor 15

1. Corinthians were being attacked by Pagan religions and Greek Philosophy for their belief in Future Resurrection (= glorification and eternity in heaven)
a) You know what this is?  Satan swinging the broad sword at their heads!

b) Result?  They were beginning to doubt!

c) So, Paul addresses in typical Pauline frontal assault / logical argument

d) Notice HOW MUCH TIME HE SPENDS on THIS! – VERY IMPORTANT!

2. The Facts of Christ’s Resurrection and the WITNESSES to that FACT!

1 Co 15:1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. …

3. v.12-13 the absurdity of no resurrection for Christians…
 12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised;
4. How can anyone tell you there is NO FUTURE RESURRECTION FOR YOU when you KNOW that CHRIST ROSE from the DEAD

a) You know resurrection is real because Christ’s resurrection is real!

5. What are the CONSEQUENCES of NO RESURRECTION?
a) Christ would not have been raised (which implies Christ was only human)
 14 and if Christ has not been raised, 
b) Spreading the Gospel meaningless
then our preaching is vain, 
c) Your faith is in vain.

your faith also is vain.
d) We’re all liars

 15 Moreover we are even found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. 
e) You are still in your sins!

16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; 17 and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 
f) All dead Christians have perished! – no heaven!

18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 
g) Us Christians are to be PITIED!

19 If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

6. THEN the GREAT “BUT” – Let me tell you what is in your FUTURE!
1 Co 15:20 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, 24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be abolished is death. 27 For He has put all things in subjection under His feet. But when He says, “All things are put in subjection,” it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. 28 When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all. 

7. Stop DOUBTING and REMEMBER what RESURRECTION MEANS FOR US!

8. Then Paul adds his OWN TESTIMONY about Resurrection and the future of HIS SAVLATION!

9. 1 Cor 15:32

1 Co 15:32 If from human motives I fought with wild beasts at Ephesus, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. 

a) Paul: If there’s NO ETERNAL / FUTURE Salvation – FORGET THIS STUFF!

b) Salvation that does not have future is WORTHLESS!

c) Paul:  I am motivated to fight in the present because of the Future!

10. Paul even continues to talk about the resurrection of our bodies!

11. Think about HOW MUCH TIME PAUL SPENT DEALING with THOSE WHO DOUBTED the COMPLETION of THEIR SALVATION!

12. Necessary to have the right perspective to STOP THAT BROAD SWORD with YOUR HELMET ON!

C. Attack of False Teachers to Peter’s Disciples
1. 2 Peter – We don’t know the specifics of these false teachers

a) Ch 3 – Peter answers their attack on Christ’s return!

b) Again –WHOLE CHAPTER to CORRECT this ATTACK!

2. Time to REMIND YOU!

2 Pe 3:1 This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 
3. You KNOW FALSE TEACHERS will come!

3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts,
a) Interesting – why attack Christ’s return?

(1) “following after their own lusts”

(2) A: If Christ doesn’t return – there is NO CONSEQUENCE for HOW YOU LIVE NOW!    SIN AWAY!
4. V.4 – their attack
4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 
a) Argument = uniformity = “future equals the past”

(1) Look at the past – Cycle of life and death – no sign of God 

(2) nothing implies that their will be a great judgment in the future and return of you God!

5. Peter: they’re not seeing everything!  God is very active!
5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
6. BUT – don’t YOU let truth of God ESCAPE YOUR NOTICE!

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 
a) Man’s view of Time is not God’s view!

b) God will do what He promises when He’s ready!

7. When He’s Ready here’s what is going to happen…

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 
8. What’s your response to be?   PUT ON YOUR ARMOR!

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness (your breastplate of righteousness), 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God (Your helmet of salvation), because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation (=evangelize); just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, (PUT YOUR HELMET ON AND KEEP IT ON! – don’t let the broad sword land and knock you down)  18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

D. Jewish Christians written to in Hebrews

1. Listen to what Martyn Lloyd Jones writes:

Indeed the Epistle to the Hebrews is nothing, in a sense, but an extended commentary on this phrase the we are looking at “Take unto to you the helmet of Salvation”.  The Hebrew Christians who are addressed, had been brought up in the Jewish religion; then they had heard the Christian message and had believed it, and had become members of the Christian Church.  For a while their sun shone brightly, and they were happy in their new faith.  But as the years passed they found that they were being persecuted by their own fellow-countrymen the Jews, who regarded them as traitors to their long history, and also by Gentiles…   Moreover they had been told in the preaching and the teaching that the Lord would come back again and would receive His own unto Himself and set up His kingdom.   But there was no sign of His coming.  The result was that these Hebrew Christians had become utterly discouraged, and some of them were beginning to look back to their old religion, and were wondering whether they had been a little too precipitate in leaving it and taking up the Christian faith.  That is the background to the Epistle to the Hebrews – discouraged Christians!  …In other words the problem facing those Hebrew Christians was not a question of tactics but one of giving up the whole  campaign!  They we weary, they were tired, they were persecuted, they were tempted; everything seemed to be against them, and they had to into a condition in which they were tempted by the devil to quit, to give it all up, to back out of the whole campaign, and to return to their former position.

2. IOW – a MAJOR THEME of the BOOK of HEBREWS is COMBATTING an ATTACK on the RETURN of CHRIST!
IV. Paul – Helmet = The Hope of Salvation
A. Paul – I live for the Future of my Salvation – Glorification!

B. Listen to him write to Timothy…2 Tim 4:7-8

2 Ti 4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

1. Again – Future focus

2. Even when looking back the PURPOSE of the fight is the FUTURE GLORY of the COMPLETION of HIS SALVATION!

C. 2 Cor 4:8-14
2 Co 4:8 we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death works in us, but life in you. 13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” we also believe, therefore we also speak, 14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you. 

1. V.14 – WHY I PUT UP WITH ALL THIS AFFLICTION! = future resurrection

2. The FUTURE MOTIVATES Paul in the PRESENT!

D. Sums it up in 2 Cor 5:9-10

2 Co 5: 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

1. What was Paul’s motivation to please Christ?  THE FUTURE!  
2. When in the FUTURE? 

3. Immediately after Glorification he will stand at the judgment seat of Christ for HIS REWARDS!

4. Paul:  I want to do everything possible to Please Christ NOW SO THAT I CAN EXPERIENCE the FULLNESS of GLORIFICATION

5. IOW – Greater REWARDS = Greater Ability to worship/Glorify Christ in Eternity = FULLER GLORIFICATION EXPERIENCE!
V. Peter: FAITH FOCUSES on FUTURE SALVATION

A. Peter’s writing to Persecuted Christians – DYING for their FAITH

B. How does he start the letter?  A: LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT WHAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR YOU!
1 Pe 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

C. Sum it up in one sentence: You need to focus on future glories in the midst of present Trials. – THIS FREES YOU TO LIVE IN JOY DURING PRESENT TRIALS

D. Peter – You know what?  They might even kill you!

1 Pe 4:1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in the flesh (died) has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. 

1. Peter just said – the worst that they could do to you – is the best that could happen to you!

2. Killing you sends you RIGHT to the FEET of JESUS – BEYOND SIN!

3. SO – LIVE for GOD!  They can’t REALLY HURT YOU!

4. Bring on the persecution – send me home!

E. 1 Peter 4:7-11 The end of all things is near!

1 Pe 4:7 The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1. The end of all things is near THEREFORE
a) Eat drink and be merry?  NO!

b) Sound judgment, sober spirit, prayer, fervent love, hospitable, using gifts - so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen!!!
2. Christ’s coming focuses you in the BATTLE TODAY –NOW!

F. 1 Peter 4:12-19 – SUFFER NOW, SUPER REJOICE LATER

1 Pe 4:12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing (1st time), so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice (2nd time – super rejoice) with exultation. 

1. The more you suffer – the more you rejoice!
G. Peter’s message – ALWAYS FOCUS on the COMPLETION of YOUR SALVATION IN TRIALS / SUFFERING / PERSECUTION!

H. PETER – PUT YOUR HELMET ON  and KEEP IT ON!

VI.  John – Let me tell you what I heard and saw!

A.  Never forgot how Christ has used John to focus us on the future salvation we have awaiting us!

B. First – What did John write of the last supper?

Jn 14:1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. …. 29 “Now I have told you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe. 

1. Christ is about to die

2. Satan wants to destroy the faith of these disciples

3. Christ spends this whole chapter

a) Encouraging them = great comfort chapter of the NT

b) Giving them promises – OF THE FUTURE – both temporal and eternal

4. WHY?  TO STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH TO ENDURE the ATTACKS of SATAN in the FUTURE!

C. BUT-what else was John used for?  A: To give us a WHOLE BOOK of HOW this WORLD ENDS and ETERNITY BEGINS!

D. Is God concerned about us knowing the COMPLETION of OUR SALVATION?  YES!

E. He gave us the WHOLE BOOK of REVELATION – SO THAT we KNOW the END OF THE STORY!

F. We know EXACTLY what is going to happen!

G. And those last three chapters give us a BEAUTIFUL PICTURE of the ETERNITY AHEAD of US – basking in the light of the GLORY of God!

H. And what’s the final message of this book?  WHAT the NEW HEAVENS and EARTH will BE LIKE!
Re 22:10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 “Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 13 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. 
I. What’s the LAST MESSAGE of the BIBLE?

1. BECAUSE I AM COMING KEEP your helmet on – STAY in the BATTLE!  (“still practice righteousness)

2. You will win, I will REWARD YOU!
VII. Conclusion - So – why all this Scripture today?

A. Because we don’t focus on the FUTURE COMPLETION of our SALVATION -as we should / as the NT Saints did – you need to see this!

B. SOME PART of your EVERYDAY MOTIVATION should be from the THOUGHT/ FOCUS that CHRIST will RETURN and YOU WILL BE GLORIFIED

1. AND – the greater you serve now

2. THE GREATER YOU WILL GLORIFY HIM in ETERNITY!

C. PUT YOUR HELMET ON!
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